Period of Trial and Hope
suited in the elimination of the pro-Western leadership in that
country and its removal from active participation in the Baghdad
Pact.10 President Chamoun of Lebanon thereupon requested for
urgent help from the United States so that the tidal wave of re-
volution begun at Baghdad might not swamp the neighbouring
countries. Despite the contention of some Congressmen that the
Eisenhower Doctrine could not be applied in this case since the
communist threat was only "dimly apparent", and despite the
opposition of the Pentagon, President Eisenhower11 on 15 July
1958, ordered 14,000 American marines to land in Lebanon to
preserve the sovereignty and independence of the country which
had been deemed "vital to United States national interests".12
The size of the force served as a warning to General Kassim and
his supporters that any threat to Western oil resources in the
area would not be tolerated. On 17 July 1958, in response to a
request from the Jordanian government, British paratroops land-
ed in Jordan while the United States sent military supplies to her.
Although no military activities were engaged in by the Ameri-
can or British forces, and assurances had been given that the
troops would be withdrawn as soon as the UJM. took adequate
steps for the security of Lebanon and Jordan, the Soviet Union
charged the United States and Britain with aggression and de-
manded the prompt withdrawal of their troops. This demand was
turned down by both the United States and Britain, but they
agreed to a "summit meeting" provided it was held at the U,N.
Khrushchev backed away from this proposal and he urged instead,
the calling of a special emergency meeting of the U.N. General
Assembly. The U.N. pressed for the "early withdrawal" of the
10 US. in World Affairs,  1959, p. 218.
11 President Eisenhower was convinced that the revolt in Iraq had been
"fomented by Arab leaders under the domination of Moscow1*. New York
Times,  16  July 1958.
12 Department of State Bulletin, vol. 39, 4 August 1958, pp. 182-83.
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